
ICPC : Conceptual grid

ICPC has a biaxial structure with 17 chapters on one axis and seven components on the other. 

Code are mnemonic : A letter for the body system or psycho or social
A number between  01 to 29  : patient wording

30 to 69  : process
70 to 99  : defined diseases

Ex :  R05 : Cough      P03 : Feeling depressed    R41 : Imaging for respiratory field
L45 : counselling about locomotor problems   U70 : Urinary tract infection  
N86 : Multiple sclerosis   Z14  family problem   

ICPC : Historical construct

Accessibility
ICPC is available in both written and electronic form. ICPC 2 has recently been revised and is available in 
book form (ICPC 2 R) from Oxford University Press (OUP) Electronic version (ICPC 2 E) is available in 
English from the OUP website for personal use.  The book is also available in several languages. Desk 
copy in 8 languages can be downloaded from the WICC web site.  Commercial or National use requires a 
formal licence from Wonca. In the first instance the regional members of the WICC 
should be contacted for advice regarding licences.
 
International contact: Professor Niels Bentzen, 
Dept. of Community Medicine and General Practice 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology, 
N-7489 Trondheim, Norway
E-mail:   niels.bentzen@medisin.ntnu.no

Chapters are based on body systems with an additional chapter for psychological problems and one for 
social problems.  Each chapter is identified by a single alpha code which is the first character of all 
rubrics belonging in the chapter (Figure 1).  Each chapter is divided into seven components, identified 
by a range of two digit numeric codes which are not always uniform across chapters. 

ICPC 2 : Rubric ICPC use : in the SOAP scheme

Reason for encounter   Appreciation or work hypothesis  
Pre-appreciation process                Post appreciation process
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WICC meetingsThe aim of WICC is to:

Web site :

WONCA INTERNATIONAL

CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE

WICC has 40 members from 23 countries. Membership is 
voluntary and based on personal involvement in the 
classification field. Members, mainly GPs, communicate 
through web log and mailing list. They meet once a year.

”Develop, update and distribute systems which enable international communication about the work 
with patients in general/family practice.”

Main field of research: ICPC / Dictionary / CoopWonca charts / Dusoi-Wonca
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The taxonomy in GP/FM; For the first time health 
care providers could classify, using a single 
classification, three important elements of the 
health care encounter; reasons for encounter 
(RFE), diagnoses or problems, and process of 
care. Problem orientation of the medical record 
and linkage of encounters over time permits 
classification of the episode from the beginning 
with an RFE to its conclusion with a more defined 
p r o b l e m ,  d i a g n o s i s ,  o r  d i s e a s e .
Available in more than 20 languages ICPC has 
been recently admitted in the WHO Family of 
International Classification. The WICC is preparing 
ICPC 3.

 This comprehensive work, edited by Niels Bentzen 
of the Wonca International Classification 
Committee was 10  years in the compiling. The 
Dictionary was compiled to facilitate international 
collaborations by providing a glossary of terms 
used in general/family practice and to act as a 
reference for GPs/FPs throughout the world.

 http://www.globalfamilydoctor.com/wicch


	Page 1
	Page 2

