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Yes and no 



Most GPs would say: none at all 

Feeling of life of a GP 

Feeling of 
life of the 
patient of a 
GP 



If you‘d ask them: What did you do yesterday 
in your practice? 



The signal in the noise 



Sorting things out 

What is simple is always wrong, 

what is complicated we can’t use. 

Paul Valéry 



Things not to mix up 



Ursus Wehrli, Noch mehr Kunst aufräumen, 

Kein & Aber Verlag 2006 

Ludwig van Beethoven, Für Elise,  

The whole is more than the sum of its pieces 



Cited from Taylor JR Linguistic Categorization, 

Oxford University Press, Oxford 2003 

1 = very good example  

… 

7 = very bad example, or no example at all 



Why not (only) ICD? 

There is a language with 200 words to describe a camel 

But who would need 200 words to describe a camel in the rain forest 



GP specialist 

ICD ICPC 

? 

illness 

over time 
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person 

narrative 

analog 

complexity 
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disease 

point in time 

clear 

organ 

scientific 

digital 

reductionism 
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patient 



ICD-10: 
- sorted by etiology and localization  

- aproximately 14,000 terms 
- mainly diagnoses 

ICPC-2:  
- strictly sorted by localization 
- 1,404 terms 
- RfE, diagnoses and processes 

D84 Oesophagus disease K20 Oesophagitis 

    K21 Gastro-oesophageal reflux disease 

    K21.0 Gastro-oesophageal reflux disease with oesophagitis 

    K21.9 Gastro-oesophageal reflux disease without oesophagitis 



ICPC-2 
ICD-10 ICD-10 ICD-10 ICD-10 ICD-10 ICD-10 ICD-10 ICD-10 

roughly right exactly right 

mapping 

May be both on combination? 



Classifications are good for something 

For what and for whom should a 

classification be good for? 

• Epidemiologists? 

• Health care authorities? 

• Reseachers? 

• GPs? 

 

• Patients? 

 





Elements of an ideal health care classification? 

I am so sorry, but I obviously deleted the versionof 

this presentation where we jointly collected the 

elements of an ideal health care classification. 



What do we need?  

ICPC-3? 

ICD-11 PC Linearization? 

 

 

My favorite: ICPC-4 based on ICD-11 foundation 

layer fully under our control, within the perfect 

EHR 

 fully interoperable with ICF, ICHI, PERI…  



Thank you for your attention 


